
1 

 

WEST LITTLETON PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT 7.30 pm 
ON MONDAY 8th NOVEMBER 2021  

 
AT ST JAMES’S GRANGE 

 
 

Present:  Reverend Canon Sally Wheeler, Chairman 
    David Adams 
   Carolyn Adams 
   James Golob 
   Michael Horgan 

Harry Lawrence 
   Alan Young 
   Sally Young 
   Reverend Lynne Godfrey (in attendance) 
  

1.  Apologies for absence 
 

There was an apology from Christopher Bell. 
 

2.  Minutes of PCC meeting held on Wednesday 19 May 2021 
 

These were accepted. 
 

3. Matters arising  
 

a. Church Recording (Item 4b) 
 
Carolyn Adams gave an update. Barbara Mitchard, the team leader, had been in touch last 
week. Progress was being made.  However, due to the pandemic and illness within the team 
this had been erratic.  Some sections were complete, others still in the making. 

 
b.  Filming in the church (Item 11) 

 
Sadly, West Littleton was no longer in the script for the next series of Sanditon. However, there 
was still a chance that the church would be required for a future series. 
 
c. Hearing Loop (Item 12) 

 
Members of the church with hearing issues had been consulted but without coming to a 
definitive conclusion.  The matter would be kept under review. 
 

 
4.   Benefice Report 
 
The Chairman said that overall things were returning to normal after the pandemic although there was 
evidence in Marshfield that some congregation members had yet to return to the church services. The 
benefice churchwardens were due to meet shortly to review the situation. The youth groups were doing 
well and there were initiatives to connect with families  at other times as 10.30am no longer seems to 
work. Contact with the Church school is being maintained. 
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5.  Treasurer’s report 
 
Michael Horgan talked the meeting through the spreadsheets. The unencumbered balance as at 31st 
October was £4274.40 and the value of the investment portfolio £42220.56.  The projection for 2022 
showed a potential deficit of around £2000 if there were no fund-raising events. 
 
 
6.  Parish Share 

 
The request from the Diocese for 2022 was £8150, a 2.5% increase on the 2021 request. In 2021 we 
had given £7000 (which covered our share of the benefice costs) plus an extra £500. As in previous 
years there was some disquiet about how the Diocese allocated costs. All felt that as a minimum we 
must cover our share of the benefice costs although the Diocese had not made these clear. It was 
agreed that last year’s figures should be adjusted upwards by 2.5%. These were then rounded up to 
give a basic share of £7200 plus an extra £600 to help the meet the costs across the Benefice and the 
Diocese.  
 
(Secretary’s Note: The Chairman has provided papers (attached) to show information about Parish 
Share, Clergy costs, and the Diocesan Budget for 2021) 

 
 

7. Fabric 
 

David Adams reported. The only item was some deterioration to the coping on the vestry roof. This was 
a minor matter and the repair was in hand with Adrian Packer. James Golob said that he had some 
spare stone if that would help. 
 
(Secretary’s Note:  Adrian Packer will let James Golob have the measurements.) 

 
 

8. Churchyard: Trees 
 

Further to the discussion at the last meeting, Harry Meade had submitted a report from his tree surgeon 
recommending the felling of two self-seeded ash trees in the northeast corner of the churchyard and the 
suspect Scots pine.  This report had been circulated earlier. David Adams had submitted the case to 
the Archdeacon on the 15th of October. A response was awaited.  
 
It was agreed that it was probably wise to fell the Scots pine. The felling of the sloping ash which was 
prejudicing the growth of the beech tree had already been agreed at the last meeting. However, there 
was a strong feeling that it was a little drastic to fell the other ash growing in the northeast corner and 
that reduction/reshaping should be considered as an alternative. David Adams would inform Harry 
Meade and the Archdeacon. 
         Action:  David Adams 
 
(Secretary’ Note:  Approval received from the Diocese on the 11th November) 

 
9. Services  

 
The Christmas services were agreed: 
 
Sunday 12th December:  Christingle at 4pm followed by tea/drinks at Home Farm at the kind invitation 
of Beccy and Robert Derry-Evans. 
 
Thursday 23rd December:  Carol Service at 5pm followed by mulled wine and mince pies at the kind 
invitation of Rosie and Harry Meade. There was a possibility that the service might be held outside as 
last year if the weather was suitable. A decision would be taken nearer the time. 
 
Christmas Day:  Family Service at 10am to include a short Holy Communion. 
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10.  Events 
 

a. Madrigals (2022) 
 

The Bristol University Madrigal Ensemble had written to say that they were keen to return for the 
traditional concert in March. Tim and Jennifer Orchard had kindly offered to host the supper at 
Upper Farm. Details would be discussed at a meeting on the 19th November. 

 
b. Gardens Open (11/12 June 2022) 

 
It was hoped that this would go ahead without restriction. 

 
 

11.  Any other business 
 

 Michael Horgan referred to recent speculation in the press that Dioceses were considering closing a 
number of churches, in which case what would happen to any accumulated funds?  In discussion, it 
became clear that no one really knew the answer as there were so many variables such as how a 
church was set up, was there a living and the role of any patrons. The chairman stressed that no church 
can be closed arbitrarily without it being in severe difficulties financially and without consultation with all 
involved. Any funds present at that time would be used for ongoing ministry to that community. 
 
It was agreed that Christopher Bell might be able to provide a legal insight and that David Adams would 
seek advice form the National Churches Trust. 
 
        Action:  Christopher Bell and David Adams 

       
      (Secretary’s Note:  See attached article) 
  
 

12.   Date of next meeting 
 
The next meeting would be held on the 4th April 2022 following the APM and APCM. 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev Sally Wheeler 
Chairman 
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Rev Sally Wheeler 
Carolyn Adams 
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Christopher Bell 
James Golob 
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Rev Lynne Godfrey 
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